
Admin report 06/12/2020 

Now I am receiving accurate and timely Co-op bank membership subscription data  and the official 

bank statements, the updating of the database is a lot easier. 

I have been requested to run the local officer and CC delegates ballots for all branches and that will 

be very time consuming. I trust all branch secretaries will be supportive in this exercise. I provided 

the official Labour Party CLP online meeting/AGM guide to assist them in the process that they will 

need to arrange and run their online AGM smoothly. 

I have sent out an up to date list as at 04/12/2020 to all branches and Devolved Nations and will be 

providing any new members, etc as necessary up to their AGM date. 

At the moment, we are unable to accept payments by credit/debit card and the officers are looking 

at setting up a Stripe account to process these payments which will go directly to our Co-op bank 

account once released from the stripe account. Most potential new members are not interested in 

printing off a membership form, completing the form and mailing to the official postal address. They 

are busy people and need instant online transactions. The current process of requesting a 

membership number and performing a manual standing order just is not working well. Recently, I 

have had a couple of new members accidentally setting up a monthly subscription instead of an 

annual subscription causing more work tracing and refunding the extra payments. 

The website upgrade proposal is ongoing and is much needed. All you may know, our website is a 

customised version of WordPress, hosted, maintained and secured by a company called Zed1. 

The main problem with having a customised home page is that you cannot just change the theme as 

you would with any normal WordPress website. Also, a large majority of the coding is not supported 

by the latest version of WordPress and needed a temporary patch applied by Zed1, as some of the 

menus stopped being displayed correctly a few months ago. The classic editor that is in use is very 

restrictive and does not lend itself to publishing colourful, dynamic and visually pleasing blogs and 

content Access to the new Block Editor that is available on a modern full WordPress website will 

allow exciting content to be published on the website. But the content will need to be supplied by 

SHA members and supporters.  

Ken Smith 

 

 


