DRAFT CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

MAY 2020
· Para 2 Objectives of the Company First Line  add  after“not for profit company” “limited by guarantee” to read “not for profit company limited by guarantee”.

· “   2 (ii)  delete “for and”

· “   2(v) move to last objective

· “   2(vi) add “where there is not a Labour or fraternal party candidate standing in either the constituency or overall election.”

· “    2(vii)  delete all after “relations” and replace with “with individuals and organisations that share common values and policies with the SHA both within the UK and internationally”.

· Para 4(b) Line 4  - delete all after “the SHA” to the end of the sentence.

· Para 5(b) Add as first line”The Management Board of the Company will be known as the Central Council of the SHA.”

· “      5(b) (iii). Line 1 – insert “or England, as appropriate”

· “       5(c) Delete the section and insert “ Auditors will be appointed at the AGM to prepare the annual accounts and  related inspections required by law for  the SHA.  The auditors will report to the AGM and to any SGM at which their presence is required.”

· Para 5 Financing the Association.   Delete “5” and insert “6”.

· New 6 (i)  Line 1. Deleted  word “organisation” and replace with “ company limited by guarantee.”

· New (6) ii) Deleted all to “All income...”

Annex 1.   Membership......

B. Payment of Fees

To add after “the following methods” or “other such means as may be decided  at an AGM.”

Annex 2 

Line 4 replace “national” with “the Labour Party Annual”

Annex 3

Line 1  Change “Board of Directors” to “Management Board / Central Council”.

             After “directors” representing branches and regions” and sentence “Theses directors may be called “delegates” for the purposes of this constitution.”

Annex 4.

General Comment: 

Earlier in the document the devolved administrations were referred to as “polities”. If we accept that a polity is defined as an identifiable political entity with a distinct form of government then we should stick with that.  

Using terms such as nations can cause confusion particularly when used we speak of devolved nations on the one hand and then use “national” as a short-hand for the UK.  And in the Northern Ireland context the use of the term “nation” to describe its polity is a recipe for endless  dancing and wrangling on the head of a constitutional pin.

An additional issue is whether there can be separate branches within Tier i) and Tier ii  – i.e. can there be a Glasgow Branch with the structure of SHA Scotland or a North Wales branch within SHA Cymru? 

And if these separate branches are permitted  how  do they relate to  the SHA within their polity and to the UK SHA?

This is not clear in the proposed constitution and I am not sure if it is addressed within the amendments below. 

With this in mind, I propose the following:-

Para 1.   “The SHA recognises three tiers of political administration i) the devolved polities of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland   ii) regions in England which have devolved or enhanced control for health and social care iii) other regions which do not have devolved or enhanced health and social care control.”

Para 2  Line 2. Replace “nations” with “polities” where they occur.

Para 3. Delete line 1 and replace with “The SHA will have a branch covering each of these tiers which will be required to have the following in place as...”

Para 4 Line 1.  Delete “each nation, region and branch” and replace with “Each branch..”

Annex 5.

Para 1.  Line 2.  Replace “national” with “UK”.

Para 3  Line 1         “            “              “       “

Para 4 Line 1   Replace “Company” with “Association”

Para 6  Line 1  Replace “Auditors” with “Accountants”

Para 7.

General comment – There is a reference to “Below the national level” – is this a reference to the UK as we are calling the SHA at UK level the national SHA but equally we are using the term nations for Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.?
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